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If. A Letter from Dr. Thomas Molyneux, Fel- 
low of the Royal Society, to the Right Re- 
verend St. George, Lord Bifhop of Clogher; 
concerning Swarms of Infers, that of late 
Tears have much infejied fome Parts of the 
Province of Connought in Ireland. 

My Good Lordi 

EVER finee your Lordftiip firil (poke to me of the 
ftrange Appearance of vaft Swarms of a fort of 
Injetts iu this Kingdom, that have lately much ihfefted 
fome Parts of the Province of Connought, and the great 
Ravage and Devaluation they have wrought in that 
Country: I endeavour'd to inform my (elf the belt I 
could concerning them ; partly, I confefi, from an Incli- 
nation common to thole of my Profeffion r to make In- 
quiries into Things Natural; but more especially from 
.an earned Regard to gratify your Lordftiip's Expecta- 
tions and Etefires, which I have always look'd upon as 
Commands, in whatever lies in my Power. 

And truly, had not this latter Motive wholly prevail- 
ed upon me, I ftould have defifted, and given ever the 
further Profecution of this Search j for I found I under- 
took it with fuch Difadvantages, that I could not poffibly 
perform any thing in it, but. what muft be very lame 
and imperfect j and To could never fatisfy or pleale my 
felf with it, otherwtfe than that it was a Teftimony of 
my Refpe&s to your Lordfhip. 

For this Flying Army, as I may call them, making 
their firft Jncurfion, and taking up their Quarters^ in a 
Place fo remote, above a Hundred Miles from hence, 
where I never have been ; all the Account I can give 
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your Lordfliip of them, their Marches, and the Deftrw 
ttion they have brought on the Country j is only what I 
have gathered by (ending out for Intelligence, and depen- 
ding on the Reports of others ; for what! am able to fay 
of my own Knowledge is but little, and what I obferved 
of this fort of Fly in another Country, and not in 
this. 

Therefore you muft not expect their Hijfory, or an 
exatt Narrative, but only fuch loofe Particulars, as I 
could pick up by difcourfing fome Gentlemen that live 
in thofo Parts where they fwarm, little addi&ed, you 
may well ftppofe, to make or communicate Ohfervati- 
ens of this kind: However, I mail not trouble your 
Lordfhip with bare Hear/ays ; the following Account is 
what I took up upon fure Grounds, and what was gene- 
rally confirm'd to me, by the Relations of more than 
one j and I muft here own my felf efpecially obliged, 
for a great part of my Information, to a Letter, your 
Lordfliip did me the Favour to procure, from one of 
your Acquaintance on this Subjed. 

The "firft time great Numbers of thefe Infeds were 
token Notice of in this Kingdom, I find was in the Year 
i6%8. They appear'd on the South-Weft Coaft of the 
County of Gallway, brought thither by a SoutbWejl 
Wind, one of the common, I might almoft fay Trade* 
Winds, of this Country, it blows fo much more from 
this Quarter in Ireland, than all the reft of the Compafs. 

From hence they made their way into the more In- 
land Parts towards Heddford, a Place belonging to 
Sir George St. George, Baronet, about Twelve Miles North 
from the Town of Gallvoay; here and in the adjacent 
Country, Multitudes of them fliewed themfelves among 
the Trees and Hedges in the Day time, hanging by the 
Boughs Thoufands together in Clufters, flicking to the 
Back one of another, as is the manner of Bees when 
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they Swarftt. In this Pofture, or lying uill and covert 
under the Leaves of the Trees, or clinging to the Bran- 
ches, they continued quiet with little or no Motion du- 
ring the Heat of the Sun, but towards Evening or Sun- 
fet, they would all rife, difperfe, and fly about, with 
a ftrange humming Noife, much like the Beating of 
Drums at fome Diltance, and in fuch vaft incredible 
Numbers, that they darkned the Air for the Space of 
Two or Three Miles fquare. 

Thofe that were Travelling on the Roads, or abroad 
in the Fields, found it very uneafy to make their way 
through them, they would fo beat and knock themfelves 
againft their Faces in their Flight, and with fuch a Force, 
as to fmartthe Place where they hit, and leave a flight 
Marke behind them. 

This, though it was no little Trouble, efpecially to 
Children, and thofe that were more Nice and Timorous 
of the Female Sex ; yet it was not the only Inconveni- 
ence they brought along with them ; for a ftiort while 
after their coming, they had (b entirely eat up and de- 
ftroy'd all the Leaves of the Trees for fome Miles 
round about, that the whole Country, though it was in 
the Middle of Summer, was left as bare and naked as if 
it had been in the Depth of Winter ; making a moll un- 
feemly and indeed frightful Appearance,' and the Noife 
they made, whilft they were leizing and devouring this 
their Prey, was as furprifing j for the Grinding of the 
Leaves in the Mouths of this vaft Multitude all together, 
made a Sound very much refembling the Sawing of 
Timber. 

Nor were the Trees abroad, and Hedges in the Field 
the only Sufferers by this Vermin, they came alfo into 
the Gardens, and deftroy'd the Buds, Bloflbms, and 
Leaves of all the Fruit Trees, that they were left per- 
fe#ly naked j nay, many of them, that were more di- 
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licate and tenderer than the reft, loft their Sap as well as 
Leaves, and quite withered away, fo as they never re- 
covered it again, particularly feveral Trees in the curi- 
ous Plantation of one Mr. Martin. 

Nay their Multitudes fpread fo exceedingly, that 
they difturbed Men even within their Dwellings ; for 
out of the Gardens they got into the Houfes| where 
Numbers of them crawling about, were very irkfbm, 
and they would often drop on the Meat as it was dref- 
fing in the Kitchin, and frequently fall from the Ceiling 
of the Rooms into the Diflies as they flood on the Table 
while they eat, Co extreamly Offenfive and Loathfom 
were they, as well as Prejudicial and Deftrudive. 

Nor did the Mifchievous Efft&s of this .pernicious 
Vermin flop here, their numerous creeping Spawn v» -filch 
they had iodg'd under ground next the upper Sod of 
the Earth, did more harm in that clofe Retirement, 
than all the Flying Swarms of their Parents had done 
abroad: for this young deftruclive Brood, did not 
with-bold from what was much more NecefTary to have 
been fpared, and what their Sires had left. untouched : 
Thefe lying under Ground, fell a devouring the Roots 
of the Com and Grafs, and eating them u,p, ruined both 
the fupport of Man and Beaft ,- for thefe ,'loling their 
Roots, foon withered and came to nought, to the. vaft 
Damage of the Country. 

This Spawn, when firft it gave Sigri of Life, appeared 
like a large Maggot, and by taking Food and increafing 
every Day, became a bigger Worm, till at length it 
grew as big as a great white Cattrrpztfer ; from whence, 
according to the ufual Transformation Natural to thefe 
fmaller Animals, came forth this Our Flying I'nfe&- But 
how or at what. certain Periods of Time, thefe' Meta- 
fnorphofes and Changes were wrought, I could not meet 
with any one able to inform me, 
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This I thought remarkable, that thefe young and 
tender Worms fhould live on a courier Diet, and fare 
more hardly than their ftrong and older Parents, whole 
Food was the fine foft Subftance of Leaves and BlofTqms, 
whilft thefe fed upon the tough and almoft Ligneous Fi- 
bres of the Roots of Plants. But I find Dr. Lifter has 
obferved the like difference between the Diet of common 
CatterpiSarsmd their Butterflies ; thole eating the grof- 
fer Food of Leaves, whilft thefe live only on the pure 
refined Meal, and mofl! fpiritous Juice of Flowers: And 
this feems one of the wife Contrivances of Nature, that 
adapts as moft proper the Airy finer Nourifhmenr, for 
the more agile and light Body of the Volatile Infeft, 
while the fame Animal, when a dull Reptile Worm, is 
fuftained by a more grofs and terrene Food, more fitting 
to its flow and heavy Nature. 

But notwithftanding this Plague of Vermin did thus 
mightily prevail and infeft the Country, yet it would 
have been ftill much more violent, had not its Rage been 
fortunately checkt feveral ways. 

High Winds, Wet and Milling Weather, were ex- 
treamly difagreable to the Nature of this Infect ; and fo 
prejudicial as to deftroy many Millions of them in one 
Days Time : Whence I gather, that though we have 
them in thefe Northern Moid Climates, they are more 
natural, and more peculiarly belonging to Warm and 
Dry Countries. Whenever thefe ill Cooftitutions of the 
Air prevailed, their Bodies were fo enfeebled, they would 
let go their holds, and drop to the Ground from the 
Branches where they (luck, and fo little a fall as this, 
at that time, was of fufficient force quite to difable, and 
fometimes perfe&ly kill them. Nay, it was obfervabie, 
that even when they were moft Agile and Vigorous, a 
flight Blow or Offence would for fome time hinder, 
their Motion, if not deprive them of Life, which was 
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very extraordinary in a Creature of that Strength and 
Vivacity in its Flight. 

During thefe unfavourable Seafbhs of Weather, the 
Swine and Poultry of the Country at length grew Co 
cunning, as to watch under the Trees for their tailing ; 
and when they came to the Ground eat them up in abun- 
dance, being much pleafed with the Food, and thriving 
well upon the Diet : Nay, I have been aflured, that the 
poorer fort of the Native Irijb (the Country then la- 
bouring under a Scarcity of Provision) had a way of 
dre/Iing them, and lived upon them as Food ; nor is it 
flrange that what fattened our domeftick Poultry and 
Hogs, fhould afford agreeable and fufficient Nourilh* 
ment for the Relief of Man. 

In a little time it was found, that Smoak was another 
thing that was very offenfive to thefe Flies, and by burn- 
ing Heatfy Fern, and fueh like Weeds, in this or that 
Corner of their Gardens or Orchards, which lay moft 
convenient for the Wind to difperle it among the Trees, 
they would fecure their Gardens and prevent their In- 
cursions, or if they had already made any Incroach- 
ment upon them, by this means they effectually drove 
them out again. 

But towards the latter end of the Summer, the ex- 
a& time I have not learnt, they conftantly eafed the 
Country, and retired of themfelves ; and fo wholly di£ 
append, that in a few Days you fhould not fee one left 
in all thofe parts that were fo lately pefter'd with 
them. 

Where they go is made a Queftion,fome thinking they 
take their Flight like Swaflows, and other Birds of p a f~ 
fage, as they are call'd, to a more diftant Country and 
warmer Climate. But I believe there is no other Ground 
for this Fancy, than 'tis obferved of this In(e& , that fome- 
times it is Migratery, and removes its Quarters from one 
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Kingdom to another ; but this I conceive is but acciden- 
tal ; and that it commonly quits its former Seat, only 
for want of Provifion, or as we fee Bees do, when they 
find their Hive, or whatever place they fix upon for their 
Habitation, becomes over ftockt and too narrow a Com- 
pafs for their Reception : as for their removing to fo 
great aDiftance, as to Change one Country for another, 
it happens only I fiippofe, when fome high Wind fud- 
denly rifes at the time of their Swarming, and drives 
them even croft the Seas to feek for a new Dwelling in 
fome other Land. 

The true Reafbn then of their disappearing I take to 
be, that after their Coition is over, for 'tis about 
this time they are feen to Couple by fattening to one 
another by their Tails, they retire under Ground in or- 
der lo lay their Spawn there, for a i ucceeding Generati- 
on j and likewife to compote and fettle themfelves to 
fleep for the reft of the enfuing Year, as feveral other A- 
nimals are known to do : for Inftance, Snails among In- 
fects, the Hedge-hog among the Beafts, and as I have 
good reafon to think, the Ortygomtra or Rail among the 
Birds; a fort of Fowl, that's fcarce, if at all met with in 
fome parts of England, yet very numerous in all parts of 
this Country in its Seafon, but that's but fhort, and lads 
not above Three or Four Months in the Sumner, during 
all the remaining parts of the Year, it lies buried and 
afleep under Ground like thefe Flies. 

What further confirms me in this Opinion concerning 
thefe Infe&s, is, that I am certainly informed by feve- 
ral good Hands, that in the Spring time, by accidental 
digging or plowing up the Ground, great Hollows or 
Nefts of them are frequently difcovered and broken up, 
where they find whole bufliels together in one Heap, but 
in fuch a quiet Condition they fcemto have but little 
Life and Motion, for they do not Air unlets you touch 
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or difturb them, and then move but little and feebly, 
as if they had been afleep and were wakened out of 
it. 

Whether they find out thefe large Caverns to which 
they retire,ready made in the Earth, or hollow and form 
them firfl: for their own Reception, I cannot fay, but this 
I am affured, that they are often met with under a firm 
folid Surface of Earth, that has not been ftirred or plow- 
ed in many Years before, and no manifeft PaiTage can be 
difcoveredhow they got there. 

I am informed of another Particular relating to them, 
and which indeed was very remarkable; That a Year or 
Two ago in the Summer, all along the South-Weft 
Coaft of the County of Gallway, for lbme Miles toge- 
ther, there were found dead on the Shoar, fiich infinite 
Multitudes of this Vermin, and irrfuch vaft Heaps, that 
by a moderate Eftimate, one computed there could 
not be left than Forty or Fifty Horfe Loads in all; which 
plainly difcovers to me, how and from whence the firfl: 
Stock of theft came to us, in 1 688. For, as I take it, 
this exceedinggreat Quantity that lay dead in the Strand, 
was a new Colony or a fupernumerary Swarm from the 
fame Place, driven by the Wind to Sea from their Na- 
tive Lan^, which I conclude to be Normandy or Britta- 
ny in France, it being a Country much infefted with this 
Inftd - , and that lies very open and expoftd to all theft 
Parts of Ireland; and from whence * England heretofore 



* Of which the Learned Moufeft in his Book de Itifeflis has left us a re- 
markable Hiftory, p. 16c. where fpeaking of this fame Fly, he fays; Prodi- 
turn eft in Anglorum Annalibus, Anno Chrifti i 574. vhejjimo quarto Februarii^ 
tantam eormn Multitudinem in Sabrinam Fluviutn de lap/am, ut aquaticis Molen- 
dinii Rotas fifterent.-airque obruerent ; fc fane nifi una cum Homhum Induflria, 
Oatlina, Anates, Caprimulg*, Tinhunculi, Vefpertiliones, aliaq; Pradatrices 
Aves, (qua bos in Primariis habere cibis videntui) auxilio fuijient, fuffbcaU ab 
iis Molendin&y etim mm hodie obmututjjent. 
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has been pefter'd in the fame manner with Swarms of 
this Vermin. But theie meeting, by good Fortune, with 
a contrary Wind before they could reach Land, their 
Progrefs was ftopt, and tired with their Voyage, they 
were ail driven into the Sea, which bj the Motion of its 
Waves and Tide, caft their floating Bodies in Heaps up- 
on the Shore. 

This was a moft lucky Accident, for h?,d this Second 
Supply met with as favourable a Gale, and the like Re- 
ception with their Predeceflbrs, 'twould have been of 
vaft ill Confequence to us ; for how exceedingly mufc 
they have increafed the Numbers of thefe we have here 
already, which alone are fufficient, yearly to trouble 
and damnify the Country to a great Degree. 

Yet fome Years ate obferved not to be near (q much 
infefted with them, as others, either on the Account, as 
I imagine, of the Seafon proving more prejudicial to 
them and their Spawn; or that they removing their 
Quarters, leave one part of the Country more free, to 
fettle in another; for they feldom keep above a Year 
together in a Place, and they compute their ufual Stages 
or March to be about Six Miles, in a Year. Hitherto 
they have directed their Progrefs from, the Place where 
they firft made their Invafion, Wefterty, following the 
Courfe of that Wind which blows moft commonly b 
this Country. 

This iaft Year, 1697. they have reachedasfar as the 
Shanon, and fome of the fcatter'd loofe Parties croft the 
River, and got into the- Province of teinfier, but were 
met there by a ftronger Army of jackdaws,, tbafcdid 
much Execution among them, kilhng and devouring 
great Numbers. Their main Body ftifl keeps mCon- 
nought, and took up their laft Quarters at a well im- 
prov'd Englifti Plantation, not far from the River Sha. 
mn t called Earfim.t t where they found plenty of Pro- 
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vifion, and did a great deal of Mifchief by Gripping 
the Hedges, Gardens, and Groves of Beech quite naked 
of all their Leaves. 

They begin to be apprehenfive of them in the Queens 
County ; and in order to defend themfelves againft 
their Incurfions, are refolved upon their flrft Approach, 
to fire the Mountains between them and the Kings Coun- 
ty, that abound much with Heath, and by this means 
raifing a Smoke, they hope they may force them to 
turn their Courfe another way, and fo prevent their 
making an Inrode into the(e Parts. 

Wherever the Country has been infefted with this 
Vermin, by one Confent, though Erroneoufly, they 
have given them the Name of Locufls, being kd into 
this Perfwafion, I fuppofe, by thinking that nothing of 
this kind could have been Co Numerous, and done lb 
much Mifchief, but Locufls only ,• of which, and the 
great Eieftru&ion wrought by them, they have heard 
mention fo often made in the Scriptures. 

But the true Locud, much refembling in Shape a Com- 
mon Grafhopper, though larger, is quite a different fort 
of Infed from this, which belongs to that Tribe call'd 
by the Naturalifts KoAsott?^*, or Faginipennis, the 
Scarabeus or Beetle Kind, that has ftrong thick Cafes 
to defend and cover their tender thin Wings, that lie out 
of Sight and next the Body. 

This Species is certainly that particular Beetle, call'd 
by Arifiotle in his Hiftory of Animals M«AoAav^from 
its devouring the Blofloms o£ Apple frees, fee Aldrovan* 
dus de Infetlis, Lib. 4. Pag. 448. and is the Scarabeus 
Arbor cut of Moufet and Charletto, call'd by the Englifh, 
Dorrs or Hedge-Chaffers, and by the French, Les 
Hannetons. 

They 
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They are mudi of the Bignefs of the common Blacft 
Beetle, but of a Brownilh Colour, fomething near that 
of Cinamon, they are thickly befperfed with a fine fliort 
downy Hair, that (hews as if they were powder'd all over 
with a fine fort of Dull : The Cafes of their Wings do 
not entirely cover all the Back, for their long packed 
Tails, where lie the Organs for Generation ; reach a 
good way beyond them; The Indentures or Joints of 
each fide their Belly, appear much Whiter than the 
reft : But to avoid being fo particular in defcribiog all 
their Parts, I have hereto annext a true and exadfc Fi- 
gure of one of them, borrowed from the Scarabeorum 
tabula Muta of Dr. Lifter, who has neatly exprefl it. 
See the Table, Fig. i. 

And this will give your Lordlhip at one View, a 
fuller and truer Idea of them, than the longeft and moft 
accurate verbal Defcription poffibly could. 

Here fome pleafant fcoffing Men in the World perhaps 
might be apt to fay, what an extravagant Folly this is, 
to make fo many Words, and keep all this ado, about a 
poor contemptible Fly. But if thefe Gentlemen will 
confider the exceeding great Dammage, that (bme- 
times befalls Mankind, as a Natural Attendant on this 
infignificant Animal as they would have it, their idle re- 
diculing Humour might with as much Shew of Reafon, 
droll upon and expofe a ferious Difcourfe of the Plague. 
To proceed then : 

This pernicious Infect of ours, I am fully convinced, 
my Lord, from Good Reafons, is, that felf fame (To 
often mentioned in Holy Scripture, and commonly join- 
ed in Company with the Locufi, as being both great De- 
ftrpyers of the Fruits of the Earth) to which the Septw 
agint and the Vulgar Latin Tratiflation, retaining the 
Greek Word, give the Name of B|2^o? or Bruchus, de- 
rived from B^£», Frendo vel Strideo, intimating the 
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feimarkable Noife it makes both in its eating and flying, 
from whence likewife it has got its French Name Han- 
neton, (as the judicious Furetiere in his copious French 
Dictionary tell xns) by Corruption from Aliton> quaji 
a Us Tonans 

\ meet with this fort of Fly fpoken of in the Bible, 
Leviticus Chap. n. Ver. zi. Joel Chap. i. Ver. 4. 
£nd Chap. z. Ver. z?. and Nahum, Chap. 3. Ver. 16,17. 
and it may occur, for ought I know, in feveral other 
Places ,• but I find our Englifb Verfion almoft Conftantly 
tranilates this Word B^a^o;, though improperly, as f 
think, Cancer Worm, fince this denotes only a Reptile, 
or creeping Vermin, whereas that Word imports cer- 
tainly a Flying In/eft. For the B^os in Chap. 3. Ver, 
id, 17. of the Prophet if ahum is exprefly faid to Flie, 
and have Wings, and its Nature and Properties are tnoft 
truly and particularly defcribed in thefe Words : It fpoil- 
eth and fleeth away, they camp in the Hedges in the Day, 
and when the Sun arifeth they flee away, and their Place 
is not known where they are .- That is, they then retire 
again to the Hedges and Trees where they lie quiet and 
concealed, till the San fets again. 

If this Paflage be compared with what I have laid 
above of our Trifli B^oi, we muft allow Nahum plaid 
the Natural Philofopher here, in this fhort, but accurate 
Defcription, as well as the Divine Prophet, in denoun* 
cing God's Judgments. 

In one of the forementioned Texts I find indeed, the 
Word B^os more rightly tranflated Locufl or Beetle 
in our Englijh Bibles, and this Place on another Account 
teems Co appofite and agreeable to fomething I faid before, 
I cm not avoid taking particular Notice of it to your 
Lord-Ship, and on this Occafion give you my Thoughts 
more fullv concerning theRationale of that odd CJaufe in 
tht Jewijh Law, where Mofes tells the Ifraelites, Levitt- 
cm 



(7H) 
ptsChsp- if. Ver. it, %%. That fhefe may ye eat, of 

tvery flying creeping thing that goetb upon aU four^ 
which have Legs above their Feet to leap withal upon the 
Earth y even the fe of them ye may eat ; the Locuft after 
his kind, and the bald Locufl after his kind, and the 
Beetle after his kind , and the Grafhopper after his 
kind. 

Now I mud confefs, notwithftanding all that the 
learned Commentators have (aid on this Paffige, it hi- 
therto has feemed to me, (and I believe to moft Readers) 
very Grange and unaccountable, that here among the 
Pure, Wholefom Creatures, proper for humane Nou- 
rishment, Beetles, and thofe other Nafty, Dry, and 
Unpromifing Vermin, fliould be thought fit to be rec- 
leon'd up, as Clean and proper for the Food of Man. 

But fince I have had fome little Experience of what 
feas happen'd among our felves, upon Swarms of one 
of thefe fort of Infects infefting but a fmall part of our 
Country^ I cannot but admire the Providence of God, 
and the fagacious Prudence of his Divine Law- giver, 
Mofes, who forefeeing the great Dearth and Scarcity 
that thele Vermin might one Day bring .upon his People, 
had a particular regard to it, and therefore gives them 
here a permiffive Precept, or a fort of .Hint what they 
fliould do, when the Corn, Grafs, Olive-Trees, .Fruit- 
Trees, Vines, and othes Provifions weredeflroyed by the 
Locufl and B^S^oj, or Beetles fwarming in the Land: 
why then for want of other Nourishment, and rather 
than ftarve, he tells them, they might eat, and live up- 
on, the filthy Deftroyers themfelves, and yet be Clean: 
For no one can reafonably imagine, they would ever 
condefcend to make ule of luch vile, dirty Food, if they 
could at the fame time get any other. So we are to ur> 
derftand that Paffage of the New Teftament, in St. Matth. 
Chap. 3. Ver. 4. and Mark Chap. 1. Ver. 6. where 'tis 
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recorded of St. John Baptiff, that he lived upon Luctift* 
and Wild Hony, that he did this only in the Defert Wil- 
dprnefs, where no other Suftenance was to be had. 

And thus we lee the Native Irijb were (though un- 
known to themfelves) Authors of a practical Commen- 
tary on this part of the Levitical Law, and by Matter 
of Fact have explained what was the true Senfe and 
Meaning of this otherwife fo dark andabftrufe Text; 
and indeed fuch a Caution as this was highly neceflary, 
and of fo great Moment to the Jews, that it was well 
worth the Care and Wifdom of their great Leader and 
Prophet, to infert a Particular Claufe in their Law con- 
cerning it : For 'tis certain Taleftine, Arabia, Egypt > 
and the other neighbouring Countries about them, were 
all extreamly fubjeft to be infefted with thefe forts of 
pernicious Vermin ; which is the Reafon they are fo fre- 
quently mentioned, and fometimes threatned as Judg- 
ments to the Jews, by the Prophets intheir Sacred Wri- 
tings. 

And this alio puts in my Thoughts, that it is more 
than probable, this fame deftru<Stive Beetle we are fpeak- 
ing of, was that very kind of Scarabeus, the Idolatrous 
/Egyptians of old had in fuch high Veneration, as to pay 
Divine Worfhip to it, and fo frequency grave its Image 
upon their Agulios and Obelisks, as we fee at this Day: 
though the learned and refining Antiquaries, I know, 
give a far other Account of this Matter, and tell us a Sto- 
ry of the Beetle being an Hieroglifical Reprefentation of 
the Sun, and therefore held as facred among them ; yet 
this is made out but very lamely, and in my Opinion is 
a ftrange and a forced Conjecture. 

Whereas nothing can be fuppofed more Natural, than 
to imagine a Nation addicted to Polytheifm, as the Egyp- 
tians were, in a Country frequently fuffering great Mit 

chief 
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chief and Scarcity from Swarms of devouring Infers, 
fhould from a ftrong Senfe and Fear of Evil to come, 
(the common Principle of Superftition and Idolatry) 
give facred Worftiip to the vifible Authors of thefe their 
Sufferings, in hopes to render them more propitious for 
the Future. 

Thus 'tis allowed of all Hands that the fame People 
adored as Gods, the ravenous Crocodiles of their River 
Kile; and thus the Romans, though more Polite and Ci- 
vilized in their Idolatry, Febrem ad minus ttocendum vene~ 
rabantur, eamqy variis Templis extrttftis cokbant ; fays 
Valerius Maximus, Lib. x. Cap. $. nor were the barba- 
rous Jrijh, though Chri(iian> backward to entertain fe- 
ral fuperftitious Fancies of this Vermin we are difcour- 
fing of, fome imagining they were the Souls of their 
deceafed Friends, kill'd in the Battle of Agbrim, come in 
this manner by way of Tranfmigration, £0 inTeft their 
Enemies, the Heretick Englijh, becaufe they law they 
were the moft difturbed, and fuffered the greateft LofP 
fts by them : But this was only becaufe their Places of 
abode were moft improved, and fo afforded thembeft 
Reception, and greateft Plenty of Provision for their 
Entertainment. 

Whether thefe Phyfico-Theological Notions may be 
agreable to your Lordfhip's Sentiments, I don't know j 
and therefore I lay them with all Deference before your 
great Stock of Learning and moft difcerning Judgment, 
as a certain Tejl to difcover to me, whether there is any 
thing in them or no : and if I am fo happy as to find 
they are approved by you, though they are out of the 
common Rode ; or ihould they run counter to what o- 
thers have faid, I lhali not fear Cenfure, or believe 
my (elf at all the lefs in the Right j for I am fafe and 
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pleated while I think as you think, and 'tis my greateft 
Ambition to be 

TOVR LORDSHIP'S 

Mo ft Humhie Follower, and 
Dublin^oa. «. Dutiful Servant in every 

Thing, 



1697. 



Thoiiias Molyneux. 



POSTSCRIPT. 

MT LORD, 

IT unluckily ft* fell out, chat I could not get the peru- 
felof the indubious hocbart'S learned Work De A- 
mmalibm Sacra Scriptum, (though I earneftly defired 
it) till. I had made an end of this Letter: But fined 
have procured it j and looking over what he fays of this 
Subjed:, I find though he differs from me in fome 
things, yet he plainly confirms feveral Paflages in the 
foregoing Paper, as I could fliew by Citations out. of 
him; but the Book being common, and in every Bo- 
dies Hands, I chufe rather to refer to it, than trouble 
your Lordfliip with adding any thing more, but that I 
am again. 



Tour moH Faithful, 

Pltmible Servant, 



U. 

Iff. Part 



